
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Nominees for Church Leadership: 

Here are brief biographies of our nominees for 

Church Leadership.  We will vote on the 

nominees on Sunday, January 8 as part of our 

worship service.  Additional nominees may be 

submitted from the floor at that time, but the 

nominee must have been consulted beforehand 

and be willing to serve if elected.   

 

Carolyn Clement (Deacon) I've been a lifelong 

member of the church and feel very honored to 

nominated as a Deacon. I am the daughter of 

William C. (Bill) and Jessie Kirk and niece of 

Julia Casey who were also lifelong members 

of First Cumberland.  I am a member of 

Women's Ministry and served in a secretary 

position for four years. I volunteer in the nursery 

and work at the church on Church Pride Days. 

I've also participated in teaching the children's 

Sunday School classes and have volunteered to 

help with Vacation Bible School program.   I'm 

retired from Cigna Healthcare and enjoy 

babysitting my two granddaughter's and love 

working in the yard planting flowers, etc.  I am 

so thankful to be a part of the First Cumberland 

family and it gives me great joy to be nominated 

as a Deacon.   

Alison Crane (Deacon) is married to Nick and 

has 4 kids ranging from 3-22 (Alex, Sam, Sara 

and Jaxson).  Alison is originally from Maui, HI 

and moved to Chattanooga to attend College.  

Alison is a Medical Social Worker and works for 

Alexian Brothers PACE full time and also works 

as a Crisis Response Clinician on the weekends.  

Alison is very proud to attend a church that is an 

active part of the surrounding community and 

embraces the community for outreach.  

 

Jackie Kisting (Deacon).  I grew up in 

Chattanooga, attended OLPH and was raised 

Catholic.  My Mother, Eula Mai was a member 

here for more than 50 years and in my twenties I 

was baptized by Dr. Martindale.  I later moved to 

Orlando and worked for the Walt Disney 

Company.  Returned to Chattanooga in 1998 and 

retired from Blue Cross. I had the privilege of 

keeping the nursery here on Sundays for a long 

time and now lot of "my kids" are in college.   I 

enjoy reading, traveling, volunteering at Met-

Min and spending time with friends.   

 

Bruce Antman (Elder. Full three year term) 
was raised outside the church in Massachusetts 

and Florida, and did not fully accept Christ until 

the age of 35.  Having studied the Bible and 

Christian thought deeply in the process, he 

became active in teaching and service at his 

Atlanta church (PCUSA), eventually serving 

three terms as elder.  Widowed in midlife with 

one son David, Bruce married Jan in 2001.  They 

moved to Chattanooga in 2006 and joined FCPC 

in 2009.  Bruce worked in software development 

until retiring three years ago.  He now 

does volunteer work with several conservation 

organizations and with Volunteer Income Tax 

Assistance.  Bruce, Jan, and her son Flynn sing 

in the choir.  He co-teaches the Johnson-

McAllester adult Sunday School class, and feels 

the spirit of God in the open, diverse, and loving 

environment of First Cumberland. 

 

 

 

Meredith Middleton  

(Elder. Full three year term)  

Meredith Christine Middleton was born 

November 9, 1975 to Rodney and Marilyn 

Middleton.  She and her brother Jason moved to 

Red Bank, TN then later to the Hixson area  after 

her parents divorced.  Both of her parents are 

remarried - Rodney and Gloria Middleton and 

Paul and Marilyn Parker.  She also has two other 

siblings- Ashley Middleton Hagaman and 

Jonathan Parker.  She grew up both in the New 

Salem community on Lookout Mtn and in 

Hixson.  Meredith graduated from Hixson High 

School in 1994 and briefly attended UTC. 

She married in 1995 and later divorced in 2012.  

She has been employed with the United States 

Postal Service since 1998.  Meredith is also a 

beginning silver jewelry teacher at several folk 

and art schools and is acquiring the skills to 

become a master jeweler and metal smith.  She 

currently lives in East Brainerd and has been a 

member of First Cumberland since 2011. 

 

John Sellers (Elder. Full three year term) I 

grew up in Naperville, Illinois and was raised in 

a Methodist Church. Just as Ruth Graham had 

commented about her life, I can’t remember a 

time when God wasn’t part of it. I spent most of 

my earlier career working for a consultant 

engineering firm in central Illinois. I met my 

wife Estelle while working in Canada in 2003. 

After our son Matthew was born we moved to 

Palm Beach Gardens, Florida. There we joined 

the St. Mark’s Episcopal Church where Estelle 

and I both sang in the choir. I was transferred 

here to Chattanooga in 2011 and Matthew started 

going to the Chattanooga Christian School where 

he is currently in the 6th grade. I enjoy spending 

time with my family and friends. 

 

John Bergen (Elder.  One year unexpired 

term) FCPC member approx 33 years; served on 

Property & Grounds committee 6 yrs; Deacon 6 

yrs, 2 yrs as chairman; 6 yrs as Elder, all as CYF 

chairman; 30 yrs in choir, 2 yrs as president; 

served on Pastoral Search Committee last year.  

Sam Jones (Elder. One year unexpired term) 
A member since approx 2000.  Reared in 1st 

Pres of Sweetwater.  Member of 2nd Pres of 

Chatt from 1977 - 2000.  Deacon & Elder there 

and Elder here, 2006-12. Lawyer emphasizing in 

personal injury.  Some ACLU work.  Married 

since 1992 to Dorothy (Dottie) Bramble, a Red 

Bank native. 3 grandchildren, 1 great -

grandchild. Lover of big dogs, current one is 2nd 

Newfoundland Pyrenees mix.  Lives on east side 

of the ridge. 
 
 

Les Spencer (Elder. One year unexpired term) 

Les joined First Cumberland along with his wife, 

Jan, in 1996. Les and Jan have two daughters. 

Sydney, 21 at UTC, Gracie 17 a junior at Boyd 

Buchanan. Les started his own business, The 

Flooring Group Inc. in 1987. He now operates 

the Flooring Group and partners with Choo Choo 

Carpets and Flooring Coverings, a commercial 

and residential retailer based here in 

Chattanooga. His hobbies and interests include 

pro and college football, auto racing, music, golf 

and spending time with family. Les has been 

ordained as Deacon and Elder at First 

Cumberland. He has served 4 - 3 year terms as 

Missions chairman on the church session. What 

brings him joy here at First Cumberland is the 

"genuine warmth" of the congregation. 

 

The Women’s Ministry will meet on Tuesday, January 
3, at 11 a.m. in the chapel.  All women are invited to 
attend.  Please bring a sandwich and stay after the 
meeting for a fellowship lunch in the fellowship hall.  
Chips, drinks and dessert will be provided. 
 


